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Abstract
A new allele of csp-2 which does not complement csp-1
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formation in some species, but not in others.
Since perithecial production is significant for laboratory
genetics as well as for the photobiology and ecology of Neurospora, observations should be extended to
the four known heterothallic species.
(Supported by Public Health Service Research Grant AI 01462.)
- - - - Department of Biological Sciences, Stanford University, Stanford, California 94305.

Selitrennikoff, C. P.
A new allele of csp-2 which
does not complement csp-1.

The conidial separation mutations [ csp-l (IL) and csp-2 (VII)]
confer upon Neurospora strains reduced ability of conidial chains to
separate; double mutant strains are even further impaired (see
Selitrennikoff et al. 1974 Genetics 78: 679). The one csp-2 allele
and the three csp-2 alleles complement in heterokaryons and form a
wild type number of free conidia.
A new allele of csp-2 is described
which does not complement csp-2
, yet is recessive to wild type.

A strain of [poky f ] a which did not form free conidia was obtained from John Chalmers (University of
California, Berkeley) and was found to contain a conidial separation mutant. This mutant was crossed to
wild type (Oak Ridge) four times (as the male parent) and the csp phenotype segregated 1:1. This mutant
strain, designated UCLA 102, was found to grow in both liquid stationary culture and "race" tubes identically with wild type.
Inter se crosses among the csp strains showed that UCLA 102 was allelic with csp-2
(0 recombinats/69 with FS 590; 0/211 with FS 591; 9176 wih UCLA 101) but was not allelic with csp-1
(11/40). The double mutant, csp-1;csp-2 (UCLA 102) was found to produce a very low level of free conidia,
similar to other combinations of csp-1;csp-2 alleles.
The phenotype of forced heterokaryons containing
csp-1 and csp-2 alleles is essentially wild type as judged by either counting the number of free conidia
with a haemocytometer or inverting agar-slant cultures and tapping to release free conidia (the "tap-test";
Selitrennikoff and Nelson 1973 Neurospora Newsl 20: 34). In sharp contrast, the forced heterokaryon
csp-1/csp-2 (UCLA 102) produced a number of free conidia equivalent to the csp-2 level, i.e., csp-2 (UCLA
102) did not complement with csp-1
..
However, csp-2 (UCLA 102) was found to be recessive to csp-2+ .
These results indicate that the interaction of the csp genes (or gene products) is not as autonomous
as previously described.
The new allele of csp-2 is available from the Fungal Genetics Stock Center.
- - - - Department of Anatomy, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, 4200 East Ninth Avenue,
Denver, Colorado 80262.
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Crosses between the complementing histidine-5 allele K78 and
K746 yield two kinds of his + progeny. One results from recombination between the alleles and the other primarily from nondisjuncA system for studying aneuploid
tion of chromosome IV giving disomic ascospores. Less frequently,
disomic progeny may be produced as a result of extra chromosome
production in Neurospora crassa.
replication or chromosome non-conjunction (pairing failure). The
disomic spores form pseudowild colonies on minimal medium that are
distinguishable from the much rarer his+ recombinants by their slower growth rate.
The inclusion in the parent strains of linked auxotrophic markers, flanking the his-5 locus, permits
easy recognition of parental and pseudowild types among conidia formed by pseudowilds. In contrast, conidia
from his+ recombinants are homokaryotic and do not show marker segregations.
Genotypes of parent strains.
Parent A.

pyr-3 (1298),

his-5 (K78), a

Parent B.

his-5 (K746), leu-2 (37501), A

Reciprocal crosses were prepared, some of which were treated with p-fluorophenylalanine. The progeny
were then screened on selective media to estimate the frequency of pseudowilds. The amino acid analogue
p-fluorophenylalanine is known to increase meiotic non-disjunction of chromosome I of Neurospora (Griffiths
and DeLange. Mutat. Res. 1977, 46: 345) and should significantly increase frequencies of pseudowilds in
these crosses.
Preparation and treatment of crosses
Petri dishes (90 mm diameter) containing 20 ml of Westergaard's crossing medium supplemented with
uracil, histidine and leucine, were inoculated with drops of conidial suspension of one parent. To increase the fertility of the crosses, macerated Whatman's No. 1 filter paper was added to the crossing medium at the rate of 270 cm2/1.
Petri plates were incubated for five days to allow protoperithecia to form.
During this period, the petri dish walls were wiped with alcohol twice daily to prevent the mycelium spreading over the sides of the plates. Fertilization was then effected by the addition of a dense suspension of
conidia. Excess water was removed after 30 min and 41/2 h later, 5 ml of water or 5 ml of p-fluorophenylalanine solution (0.05 mg/ml) was added to each petri plate. The water or p-fluorophenylalanine solution
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